TAX REFORM
CHECK-UP

Audit | Business Solutions | Tax | Advisory

TAX REFORM
The public vote of 19 May 2019 approved the tax reform and AHV ﬁnancing. Use the following questions to check how your company is affected by the tax reform and what action is needed.

ARE YOU AFFECTED BY THE TAX REFORM?
ABOLITION OF PRIVILEGED TAX REGIMES

PARTIAL TAXATION
OF DIVIDENDS

Do you maintain a holding
company? Do you have any other
privileged tax companies?

Should dividends be distributed to
individuals before any increase in
the taxation of dividends from
retained earnings is applied?

If so
• Do you intend maintain the
company in the future?
• Did you consider the transition
to ordinary taxation?

If so
• Review the ratio between salaries and dividends, taking into
account social security contributions, for companies, employees
and shareholders.

ADDITIONAL DEDUCTIONS
PATENT BOX

RESEARCH &
DEVELOPMENT

Do you have patents registered in
Switzerland and/or abroad with
several years still to run?

Do you carry out research and
development by your company
or do third parties in Switzerland
do this for you?

If so
• Consider the possible savings
that voluntarily switching to
a patent box can bring (max.
90%).

If so
• Review and calculate research
and development spending
so as to beneﬁt from possible
additional relief (max. 50%).

REDUCTION IN TAX RATES ON PROFITS –
TAX COMPETITION BETWEEN CANTONS
As part of the tax reform, cantons will be able to lower their ordinary rates of tax on proﬁts.
Some cantons have already announced adjustments of these rates.

Tax rates will vary from canton to canton in future, so check your location planning in
good time.

Scan the QR code
to learn more
about the regional
impact.

< 13%
13% - 14%
14% - 15%
>15%
Not known

CALL ON BDO’S SERVICES
Do any of these situations apply to your company?
Then you will be affected by the tax reform.
We recommend that you contact our regional tax experts to establish your need for action,
geared to your own speciﬁc requirements.
Service
Patent box

• Identify existing patents in Switzerland and abroad
• Simulate the expected effect with a cost-beneﬁt analysis
• Provide support during implementation, including calculation and
documentation

Additional deduc• Identify existing qualifying research and development expenditure
tions for research and • Simulate the expected effect
development
• Provide support in documenting relevant information
Deduction for
self-ﬁnancing

• Check applicability of the measure
• Simulate the expected effect

Relief
limit

• Check applicability of the measure
• Simulate the expected effect
• Evaluate possible optimisation measures

Reductions in capital
tax

• Evaluate the assets qualifying for the measure
• Simulate the expected effect
• Identify possible optimisation measures

Restriction of
capital contribution
principle

• Provide support in evaluating and documenting exempted
• Provide support in planning capital repayments and cross-border
restructurings
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